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Curriculum update. 

I would like to welcome you all back for the summer term.  The children have all been busy learning 

since their return and we have lots planned for the rest of the term, Year 4 will be taking swimming 

lessons, and we have a lot of trips planned, please see dates for your diary. 

Year R 

Year R have had a very busy month. We ended the term thinking all about springtime exploring the life 

cycle of baby animals, reading about the seasons, and doing lots of Easter and springtime crafts. 

Since Easter we have started our People who Help Us topic. We have been 

dressing up, acting out being firefighters, police officers and doctors. 

Alongside this we have been thinking about the composition 

of numbers beyond 10 and using practical equipment to 

explore these numbers. 

Year 1 

Since returning from the Easter break, Year 1 have 

embarked on an exciting learning journey about the Titanic. 

Their excitement was evident as they eagerly shared the 

fascinating facts they discovered during their homework 

research. The children have been keen to find out more 

information and have recently written a fact file about 

Captain Edward John Smith and Fred Fleet. It has been 

pleasing to see them use their history knowledge and their 

writing skills to share this information.

We have really enjoyed 

using spray bottles to 

put out the fires in the 

water area 

strengthening our 

fingers ready for 
writing. 
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Year 2 
What a fantastic first two weeks back we’ve had in 

Year 2! We’ve jumped straight into our new topic all 

about castles, and the children have been full of 

curiosity and enthusiasm. So far, we have been 

learning about the different parts of a castle, who 

lived there, and exploring castles from around the 

world. The children were particularly interested to 

discover how castles were designed to keep people 

safe. Many castles had moats and drawbridges to 

help protect them from enemies trying to get inside.

We have also been learning about life in a castle, including the different roles and jobs people had. 

The children discovered that only the most important people, such as kings, queens, lords and 

ladies, lived in the keep (the main part of the castle). Everyone else lived and worked in the bailey, 

where there were lots of different jobs to keep the castle running, making it a very busy, noisy—and 

sometimes smelly—place!

We can’t wait to learn even more next week when we visit Portchester Castle!

In English, we have started an exciting new book – Sir Charlie Stinky Socks 

and the Tale of the Terrible Secret by Kristina Stephenson. We have been 

exploring a range of new vocabulary from the story and discussing what these 

words mean.

We then used some of this new vocabulary in our own character descriptions of Sir Charlie. Take a 

look at some of our work!
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Year 3 

So far this month we have been very creative. We started with Stone Age Day. During the day, the 

children learnt about the different threats to hunter gatherers and the different tools they would use. 

They ended the day creating their own stone age cave art, which look very realistic.

Another highlight has been sculpting a clay Medusa head from clay. The children learnt how to 

create different shapes and the critical skill of joining clay.  The final pieces are very impressive and 

when they are dry the children will bring them home for you to admire. 

This week in science we have started our new unit on plants. We have reminded ourselves on the 

structure and function of the parts of a plant, and the conditions for growth. We have also started 

our sunflower challenge, and we cannot wait to hear how tall they grow! Please keep us updated via 

the class email. 
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Year 5 

Year 4 

Year 5 have had a fantastic time recently! We have completed our final swimming session, and we 

are incredibly proud of all the children for their resilience and the excellent progress they have 

made.

In addition, we had the pleasure of making our very own pizzas. The children researched, 

designed and created their pizzas, and the results were amazing. We had great fun taste-testing 

and evaluating our creations.

Well done, Year 5!

In Year 4, we have begun our exciting new topic on Rivers. The 

children explored how a river travels through the landscape by 

creating their own river here at school, before learning about the 

key features of rivers. 

This learning has 

continued in our writing 

lessons. Inspired by the 

book Rhythm of the 

Rain, we have been 

writing imaginative 

recounts from the 

perspective of a droplet 

of water, describing its 

journey through the 
water cycle.

We have also been incredibly impressed with how hard Year 4 

have been working on their times tables. Over the holidays, 

there was a fiercely fought Battle of the Bands on TTRockstars, 

with 4L taking the win! Many children are working diligently to 

turn their heatmaps green. Keep up the fantastic effort, Year 4!
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Year 6 

This month in history, we have started our new topic about World War II and how it affected 

Southampton. We are so impressed with their engagement, knowledge and understanding of what 

they have learned so far. What a brilliant start to the topic!

A reminder regarding donations for a SATs breakfast and reward. To help us purchase the items for 

both the SATs breakfast and the end of week celebration, we are asking for a small donation to 

support the costs. Please donate whatever you can afford, we know this may be different for different 

families, although we suggest around £5 to cover both events.

Please could any donations be made in cash, in a named envelope to the school office by Friday 1 

May.

Thank you for your continued support with your children’s home learning in the lead up to SATs.  

April Sports News. 

Well done to all the enthusiastic and determined Year 3 and 4 

cross country runners who took part in the rescheduled race. The 

teachers loved watching many of you taking part in your first ever 

competition. 

Congratulations to Yalika and Alisa who finished 1st and 3rd 

respectively. 

Another special mention to the children who took part in our new 

hockey club who really impressed their coaches from Trojans with 

both their ability and their incredible attitude and behaviour – you 

represented your school proudly.

Next week we are excited to be hosting our second Orienteering competition on Wednesday 29 

April. 

Look out for photos of the event in the next newsletter. 

Sports Day is fast approaching – save the dates! 

Tuesday 23 June  - am: Year 3 and 4 - pm: Year 5 and 6
Thursday 25 June – am: Year R - pm: Year 1 and 2

http://www.portswoodpri.org.uk/
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Are you receiving benefits?  Your child may be entitled to Free School Meals. 

Applying for free school meals not only gives your child the opportunity to have a meal at lunchtime 

but the Government also gives the school additional money to help with your child’s education.   It is 

therefore to your child’s advantage that you apply for free school meals (even if your child is entitled 

to universal free school meals; or does not actually take up the offer of a meal).

You can apply on-line at Online FSM Application (cloudforedu.org.uk).

Free School Meals

Reminders

Parking
To protect the health of the children and all other members of our school community, please could 

we ask you to turn off your engines if you are parking by the school. 

Sitting with your engines idling will produce harmful emissions which can contribute to ill health and 

damage to the environment.

If you can: turn your engine off.

Our usual parking reminders are here:

Please can we ask you to be mindful of residents when parking around the school.  

Do not park or leave your car in the disabled bays along Northcote and Brickfield Road.  

Please do not pull up on double yellow lines or the school zig zag lines, even if you are only 

dropping your child off, as this causes congestion.

Please do not park over the entrance to the allotments, these gates should always be accessible.

Please park a little further from the school and walk the rest of the way where possible.

http://www.portswoodpri.org.uk/
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Dates / Activities

Date Activity

Tuesday 28 April 2026 Year 3 Parent Workshop – Coding

Wednesday 29 April 2026 Year 1-6 Orienteering day – Wear PE kit.

Thursday 30 April 2026 Year 2 Trip to Porchester Castle

Thursday 30 April 2026 Year 4 Swimming

Monday 4 May 2026 Bank Holiday – School closed.

Wednesday 6 May 2026 5JC visit to Cantell for science workshop

Thursday 7 May 2026 Year 4 Swimming

Friday 8 May 2026 Year 3 Trip to Hillier Gardens

Friday 8 May 2026 Year 2 Castle Day

Monday 11 May 2026 KS2 SATs week

Thursday 14 May 2026 Year 5 Trip to Winchester Science Centre

Thursday 14 May 2026 Year 4 Swimming

Monday 18 May 2026 Year 1 Titanic Day

Thursday 21 May 2026 Year 4 Swimming

Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2026 Half term

Monday 1 June 2026 Inset day – School closed.

Tuesday 2 June 2026 Children back to school.

http://www.portswoodpri.org.uk/
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1. Primary teachers promotional 
video: https://youtu.be/Jw9djCD7gDQ?si=_Y-53AO-Zu3bxuBC

2. Secondary teachers promotional 
video: https://youtu.be/ISVo6ZsOxHg?si=PC8ii9q_YPbUdTAs
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The University of Southampton are hosting 

a Sing-Along family friendly show on the 

25th of April at 2:30pm in The Annex 

(Building 2A) 

They currently have a deal where that with 

every adult ticket (£12) one child comes 

free and any additional children's tickets 

are £5.

You can book your tickets here: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQL

SfCGRyRBOH3JnWeWV46GmJpSbNA6_s

D0RPvDhJk6yqNdXoIhA/viewform

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSfCGRyRBOH3JnWeWV46GmJpSbNA6_sD0RPvDhJk6yqNdXoIhA%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Csarah.bray%40portswoodpri.org.uk%7C1cefd9c8d33c447c5e4b08dea03f106b%7Cc34113bac6204c798752158ce32de4c8%7C0%7C0%7C639124389895961037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CfDY%2BRvN3FHw0h7UAJan8cj4f8vjCbL9aQsAAVAex2g%3D&reserved=0
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